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Abstract

This research 15 part of an mterdisciplinary post doctoral project: How Can
We Design Schools As Better Learning Spaces and To Encowrase
Sustainable Behaviow? Co-Design Mathodologies and Sustainabls
Commruritier. The aim 1z to explore how new school building programmes
can provide better learning emrironments and encourage sustainabls
behaviour. This ressarch examines how 1ssues of well-being and
sustainability are vnderstood, both within policy and amongst voung people
from some of the most dizadvantaged communities in Mottingham. Tt
focuses on voung people’s attitudes to sustainable lifestvles explored
throvgh interview, carried out with grovps of voung people, all 16-19 vears
old in Further Education and living in the North Mottingham parliamentary
constitveney. The mterviews were conducted to investizate poor
participation rates in further education within this community. At the same
time, however, voung people were asked how they vnderstood sustainable
communities, the Building Schools for the Foture programme, new
Acadermies and the importance of sustainable schools. In this way, some of
the most immediate needs of voung people from these commuenitizs could
be identifi=d and their vnderstanding of the importance of more long term
thinloing explored.

1. Introduction

In the 3TEN Faport Wl Bepg Concpr and Chalanges, Fione MoAllizter desoribes well-being
2z lile satizfction that =nnot be sxplzined or futhy indlvened by sonomic srowth. Iy this
literztrs sodaw, she proposse that foundarstand the relationship hatwesn sustsinzhis
derzlopment and wall beinz we nesd o sxamine how onegotizts betwean wal Hheine now 2nd
vl |-hsing later, this she 2lzo arzues &= 2 problem of inteEeneations maflid Semndhy, she
sugzssts that thers 2e tradeoff tobe made betvessn the well-beine naeds of the individoe] =nd
the sodal, desobed 25 babvraen individuclizm and glatiw depsvation. There is 2 thind condlict,
aone of finding 2 elane batwsan humen, smnomic and solosical wall-being [1] This fined
condlic i= menplizted by 2 tenzion betwesn the mediz driven c2ll for mnssnaus and the memy
diferent curent verions of the dimats chanss story influsncne vouns peopls, = desnonstratad
in eport such 2= Worm Wonds: Haw arg we [21UME foe ol ivcge Siory oped can we fe0 § heer 7 1]

Tha THES publicat on D oo o Su e sweh s Scinad, cites Alan fohnson *Schools arehes o give
childesn thelmowdsdes and eills thay need to baroms 2ative memnbers of spcety. My childen
=12 righthy womrisd shout dimek chenss = povarty and the impact of owr HiEstd= Schools
candemonstEteways of iving that 2re modslz of good practic for chil dren 2nd their
comerunities. They canbeild sustzinghls davdopamant ino the laming sopedisnce of sveny child”™
[3] The THES publicion. Soimeds fr te Fitre Defeng Sisreneb e Soino s, gves ezmples
of o the Ebric of 2 uilding and its ewbeddad technolosie can be usad in teachine Nohshy
Crrzen Drimeny Schodl i= died foriE s of reorcled mekrizls snd viswing pensls that 2w pupils
toszathe raopded newepaperinsnkbion uesd in hebuildine. InEismead Prmeny School 2
Perspendrainpips runmins through the centrs of thesdhool desponstrats raimwater movary. 5
Franriz of Azsis Acadzemy Tivespoo] (2eeFimwrs 1-6), o hae 2 moniiodns svsten o
demonstrate both water =nd soler ensrmy collection and rause devisss that 2re xEued = providine
real-ime datz for mathesnatics and othersubjeds. Howarer, teaching vouns peopls 2hout buildins
technoloey and enerey eficisnoy, dossnot tzach them a2l the kills thar will nesd o rsspond to
the smimnementz] and sociaEl challenses of 2 rzpidly chansing woddd Exrh school will harsik
s of problens o address, inaddition o policr dbjctives. Rost = tesoriE] and
smvimnmentzl zzpec of susinabls devalopment 2r2nof seperats issues; neither 2= impeovad
lzzming and sustsinghiline, s smeof current schools buildine proerzaens: hoss o bezddraezad
indapendanthy 2nd Atachad 2t 2l dake Exch school will reguins 2 unigus ontegt-bessd
solwbon o both the lesmine envisonmment 2nd the emnomic, srvironmentsl and sockl apedsof
sustzinstledavslopment. 2 the Danazstment for Children, Schools 2nd Familiss (forme] by the

DiE S mublication, sleady died, steles Suskindbility insdhooks i highly onted-dapendent:
what wods for oneschodd with 2 partilsr st of requisments and constraink may noths 50
succeszfi] dsawhers™M] S0 zre thers mogs imporEnt. mors immedists ismes s the vom e
peopls of Morth Mot ingheem for exzemplaT Ags the problems of susEinshile devdopament. =
undarsiood by wouns paopls hrough mediz and tezching in onflid with theirneads and the
nesds of thelr comemenitiz:?

"

2. Methods

Interriaws, in o Eoup settines wherscaried oot with wouns people, 21 18-1 0 vezmoldin
Fusther Education and oeing #n theMoath Nottinghem parlizmentzny mnstibenoy. This

const ey has high lavels of both eoonomic and sducstionz] depdvation [5] Al interdared
weraatending fikrther aducationon ooussss that ranesd Fom A% and A levwelz, iovocational
Childears snd Constroction couzes. These intendaws ware oonduced o meestizzis poos
pafticipation rab=s in furter sducation of vouns paopls within iz ooty Atthe =ms tims,
howener, youne peopls ware zsiad how thay underiood seEinshle comemmnitiss, the Buildine
Zchools for the Fulurs prograsens thenaw Academix and the impostancaof sustaindbl= schaols.
In iz way some of the modt imeped Etenesds of voun g paopls Fom thess comemuni e could be
identifi=d and theirundestanding of the {mpostance of long Emm thinling sxplorsd. Cuestons
zakoad of the woung peopls indudied, zmone st others: What dowou think: oot reopdine, wioedo
wouthink it i, of &= not impostant” Dowou think i will beoms mors inpodtant in the fitws, s0ifs
Just what paopledo o think 2bout natrel Y What dovoutnow and think shout energy efficient
buildines_ o buildines that have theirown tednnlosi=e in them toprovids theiromn leciridby
{wind turbines, hect puape_ solayvoltzic o2l Dovon thind: we will hars mors 2nd morsof them
in e fisure? Doyoo think paopls should 1=m o car2 mors shout those soats of thing:s? Do vou
thinkin the fitue that paoplawill @2 morsT Dowoo think that trzining cowrses will E2ch mors,
of should tezch woo mose, dhowt thess tachanlnsizs in eildine” O each otherpengls to =ra?
Whatdo woo think should te mads availdls o vome people living in this oaemunity for thers
1iwee, for s=tting on, for bemamin g waslttor or aducabed of just ring wall?

This research is part of a RCUKS ESRC Eady Career Interdisciplinary Felloweship
Grant How Can We Design Schools As Barer Leaming Speces and To Encourage
Susainabl e Behawour? Co-Des gn Wethod ologies and Suseinable Communities.

All ilustrations 1- & are of energy efficient and ecological design features of 5t.
Francis of Assisi Academy, Liverpool.

3. Results

The responzses of vouns paopls fom the maemunities of Mosth Mottin gham constituency auezactad
that they did understand thensed for mncem and ey had besn Eught zhoot thees fznes in
gaoErapinylesons. Feorcline they thought would be somathing they would in genes] 2=t uead 1o,
althoushitwas fims consuming and 2 lifle confising at present The need for sneEy eficianoy in
beremz of insulation 2nd doubls fladinswas an ides they had besn evpoesd fo, 2nd generally thooght,
without disputs, 2 2pod one. They wars unauss howsrer, whether soms of theother technologies
wndioad wdll i the TR, for exasnpls solar pansls. Fasponding o the poobl=m of globel warming in
the context of school buildine they thousht importent for the fihes 2nd for theiromn childsen,
hoveves thiz was with some r=svation zs it wanot = impodtant 2 schook providing sood
sducation and good teachers. Morsover, the ides that teaching childre=n to =re mors shout their
aqvisonment would 1=ad fobatter placss tolivewith 12z antisneiz] behavions would onlywod:, in
their opinion, if perenke and Eeniliss wers oo ol ved with this sot of idez and Tt ware
consizent Nay schools and naw desizns would not be anoush.

4. Discussion

By Juby 2007 over 47 new Acdesmies had beaon built theoushout the countyy (the Govemment plas
tobuild 4000 Wit thenas Academis and Building Schools for the Polurs progresere: casiderdblz
ifmvestment iz being targabad on achools [5] Inguestions in Ped {zmenton 16th Juhy 2007, Hm Knight
the Schools Mnister stated that iodats 4BSF schooks heve beon manplated Ofthes, 3 2 naly
uilt znd o refisbizshed) (nons peoourad under PF] arrangements). b addition hested, that
curenthy 51 BEF achools 2rein aonstmdion Of thess 30 212 naw boild projack 2nd 21 212
refirrbizhment peoject OfF the 30 nawbuild schools, 23 ane beine proousd 2= past ofPFlachemes
Narmtheles, oiie state thatitis dificolt o =ses the &te of the BEF progremems 22" 00
mzinztezm BEF school iz wtopen' [7] They amEue that the two schools that have opensed in Solitul]
im Rune 2006 20s Bpecial Schols znd the first school to open wnder the BEF peoerzaens the
Speatrd] School, Baistol, will open in Septesnber this vezr. Naratheles whilst thedaves iowands
uilding nawschools arein thel sedy stass and dificult o 2ssas, therzis time to mdlacton
whethar the smpeznd sims of he proEEmms 218 sporopdate and whather e marent methods beins
Fdopted o carry oot thess dms aresuitsbls Thersis ims to =kwhether the policy dbjactives of
sustainabls school s 2re being rated hizhly snough and whethe enoush diredion i beinzodersd 2sto
what thiz mezns in slalion to lszmine Partidpetion in desi g proerzaene: couldbesin o do this, o
cowld teach voun s paopls thezocizl sl and despocratic dadzion melins neadad o addrsss the
Elobal enerEy orisls, svooudaEs sustainabl s behevious and oild sustsinable comemmnitizs
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