Training Programme

The researcher will be mentored by two teaching staff within the University of Nottingham, Professor Tim Heath from the Department of Architecture and Dr. Peter Gates from the School of Education. Both are experienced in the area of the proposed research. The mentors will insure the general everyday progress of the research and be responsible for giving academic guidance. The mentors will also ensure that the researcher undergoes both a general training programme to consolidate research skills, identify weaknesses, build on skills, and a specific tailored programme. The Graduate School at the University of Nottingham will provide courses in managing a research programme, research methods including building bibliographies, building databases, designing web pages for the publicity of the research, designing questionnaires, interview and case study design. The researcher will also undergo specific training courses and events in action research methodology, child development, contemporary policy research and sustainable building technology. In addition to benefiting from the facilities of the School of Education and Department of Architecture, the researcher will establish dialogues with specialist groups within the University including the Built Environment’s Building And Sustainable Technology Group, Urban Design and Regeneration Group and Architectural Humanities Group. The researcher will also establish relationships with Collaborative Action Research Networks and the University of Nottingham Centre for Research into Equity and Diversity in Education, the RESOLVE group at the University of Surrey and the Beyond Nimbyism network hosted by the University of Manchester and the EPSRC Carbon Visions Building Projects. The researcher intends to spend some time working within these groups and negotiations will be made to establish this possibility. The researcher will also establish links with other existing research networks including the existing and continuing View of the Child network and research centres such as the AHRN, The University of Nottingham, The Centre for Modern Thought, Aberdeen. The researcher aims to attend conferences throughout the fellowship and to commitment to a high level of publication output. 

