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Organisation where the Fellowship would be held
	Organisation
	University of Nottingham
	Research Organisation Reference:
	RIS 27817

	Division or Department
	Sch of Education
	
	


Project Title [up to 150 chars]
	How Can We Design Schools As Better Learning Spaces and To Encourage Sustainable Behaviour? Co-Design Methodologies and Sustainable Communities.


Start Date and Duration

	a. Proposed start date
	01 January 2007
	b. Duration of the grant (months)
	36


Applicants

	Role
	Name
	Organisation
	Division or Department

	Fellow
	Dr Andrea Wheeler
	University of Nottingham
	Sch of Education


Objectives

List the main objectives of the proposed research [up to 4000 chars].

	The proposed research is an interdisciplinary project combining architecture, environmental studies, educational science and policy research. The overall aim is to explore how new schools building programmes can provide better learning environments and encourage sustainable behaviour: To develop an understanding of the links between methodologies of participation and the influence of cultural and societal attitudes towards sustainable lifestyles and sustainable technology. In a series of research exercises designed to formulate and assess the potential of new material and methodologies, it focuses on how architects can achieve the integrated social, economic and environmental goals described by the Governments Sustainable Development Strategy. It addresses a key strategic gap within the current portfolio of the Research Council Energy programme, informed by research within the Towards a Sustainable Energy Economy initiative. Its focus is, however, the specific issue of determining how children and young peoples attitudes towards sustainable technology are limiting the transition to a sustainable energy economy. The research is relevant, innovate and truly interdisciplinary. Specific objectives of the proposed research are:

1. To carry out a literature review of the theory and practice of participation projects with children in the design of learning spaces.  

2. To examine methodologies of participation in the design of learning environments, in particular those that aim to inspire responsible approaches to the environment and to others. 

3. To examine the conditions under which different forms of participation with children have developed, the influences of educational theory, policy and architectural theory. 

4. To evaluate issues of well-being and the benefits of children and young peoples participation in the design of learning environments. 

5. To investigate how architects, teachers and other building professionals can challenge consumerist habits to communicate to children the complex and integrated decision making necessary to begin to live sustainable lifestyles.

6. To assess the potential limitations of public policy to promote the sustainable communities agenda. 

The interdisciplinary nature of the project is well suited to the skills of the researcher who has already begun to establish an interdisciplinary research career both in commercial and academic contexts. In addition to benefiting from the facilities of the School of Education and Department of Architecture, the research will take a part in the Department of the Built Environment's, Building And Sustainable Technology Group, the Urban Design and Regeneration Group and Architectural Humanities Group. The researcher will also establish relationships with Collaborative Action Research Networks and the University of Nottingham Centre for Research into Equity and Diversity in Education. Outside the University the researcher will network with the RESOLVE group at the University of Surrey and the Beyond Nimbyism network hosted by the University of Manchester. The researcher will also establish links with other existing research networks including the existing and continuing View of the Child network and research centres such as the Centre for Modern Thought, Aberdeen. The researcher will undergo training in action research methodology, child development, contemporary policy research and sustainable building technology. The researcher aims to attend conferences throughout the fellowship and has a committment to a high level of publication output. The researcher intends to publish the results of seminars and final conference as conference proceedings and the results of consultation exercises as a book.




Summary

Describe the proposed research in simple terms in a way that could be publicised to a general audience [up to 4000 chars].

	The aim of the proposed research is to explore practices of co-research and co-design with children. It brings together the joint disciplines of education and architecture to examine how the design of schools can enhance learning and encourage sustainable behaviour. In a series of research exercises designed to formulate and assess the potential of new material and methodologies, it focuses on how to achieve the integrated social, economic and environmental goals described by the Governments Sustainable Development Strategy. It aims to investigate the benefits of participatory approaches with children and determine whether such processes are effective in achieving their goals. From the joint perspectives of education and architecture it sets out to evaluate both the potential benefits and limitations of child centred participation methodologies used in the design of learning environments and to determine the complex cultural and societal influences shaping children and young peoples attitudes towards sustainable technologies and sustainable lifestyles. It takes influence from recent projects including the AHRB and EPSRC funded 'The View of the Child' research cluster, action research based participation processes with children, research into well-being amongst children and young people, the RESOLVE research group and the Beyond Nimbyism group. 


Beneficiaries

Describe who will benefit from the research [up to 4000 chars].

	This research has benefit to a number of fields of study including research into the design of new schools associated with the Building Schools for the Future programme. It is of value to research into the sustainable development of learning spaces and to research concerned with regeneration and sustainable communities. It contributes to work being carried out into the role of children's voices in the design of their own spaces, for example, to that being carried out by Schools Works and The Sorrell Foundation. It also contributes to ESRC research Groups Towards a Sustainable Energy Economy and to EPSRC funded research towards sustainable communities. 


Staff Duties

Please provide details of any other commitments that you will be undertaking during the period of the fellowship.

	None


Communications Plan and User Engagement

Describe plans to engage with potential users of the research, to communicate the results of the research to such users, and the potential value of the research to users outside the research community [up to 4000 chars]

	It is important for the project to establish and maintain dialogue not only with children and teachers, but with the wider community, architects, educationalists parents and teachers and in particular those with an interest in schools design. This will be achieved through:

1. Establishing a network of cross disciplinary/ cross-institutional interested parties in the issue of sustainable development of schools buildings.

2. Establishing a web site to publicise the research.

3. Establishing a web based discussion group.

4. Promoting seminars to disseminate the research results and to promote dialogue about participation methodologies. 

5. Establishing public engagement to assess the proposed aims of the project.

The project also has a value to the community of Nottingham as workshops are planned to take place in Nottinghamshire schools. It also therefore has value to Nottingham City Council and Nottinghamshire County Council and the researcher will forge links to elicit opinion and to publicize the project.




Ethical Information

	Has consideration been given to any ethical matters raised by this proposal ?
	Yes


Please explain what, if any, ethical issues you believe are relevant to the proposed research project, and which ethical approvals have been obtained, or will be sought if the project is funded?  If you believe that an ethics review is not necessary, please explain your view (available:  4000 characters)

	The project will involve the collection of information as case studies. It will involve travelling to schools as well as to architects offices and interviews with teachers and children. The project will also initiate projects with children to test new methods and materials. The researcher will ensure all appropriate CRB checks are in place and will ensure that permissions are gained from both children and the parents of children who wish to take part in workshops and interviews. Letters will be sent both children, parents and class teachers outlining the project so all involved understand the nature and context of the research. It will be ensured that all children taking part in workshops do so voluntarily and permissions are granted for any information collected to be used for the purpose of the research project and to be archived for other researchers. It will be ensured that there is informed voluntary consent and that privacy, confidentiality and anonymity are respected for all co-researchers. Ethical concerns also include consideration for the impact of research activities on children who take part in the research who might be affected by either the findings or publicity surrounding the research. The researchers' proposed approach involved a reflexive and critical discussion of their own beliefs and attitudes in co-research to avoid imposing any views but rather to draw them from the child. An ethics review will be necessary and further advice concerning appropriate action with regards to this is being sought. However, an ethics review will not be carried out before submitting the fellowship application.


Summary of Resources Required for Project

	Financial resources

Summary fund heading
Fund heading
Full economic Cost
ESRC contribution
% ESRC contribution
Directly Incurred
Staff
89157.00
71325.60
80
Travel & Subsistence
4700.00
3760.00
80
Equipment
0.00
0.00
80
Other Costs
10700.00
8560.00
80
Sub-total
104557.00
83645.60
Directly Allocated
Investigators
0.00
0.00
80
Estates Costs
15300.00
12240.00
80
Other Directly Allocated
32244.00
25795.20
80
Sub-total
47544.00
38035.20
Indirect Costs
Indirect Costs
122332.00
97865.60
80
Exceptions
Staff
0.00
0.00
100
Other Costs
0.00
0.00
100
Sub-total
0.00
0.00
Total
274433.00
219546.40

	
	Summary of staff effort requested

Months
Investigator
36
Researcher
0
Technician
0
Other
0
Visiting Researcher
0
Student
0
Total
36



Other Support

Details of support sought or received from any other source for this or other research in the same field.

	Other support is not relevant to this application.


Staff
Directly Incurred Posts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	EFFORT ON  PROJECT
	
	
	
	

	Role
	Name /Post Identifier
	JNCHES
	Basic Starting
Salary/ 

Starting
Spine Point
	Grade/ Scale
	Increment
Date
	Start
Date
	Period on
Project
(months)
	% of Full Time
	London
Allowance (£)
	Super-annuation
and NI (£)
	Total of Other Allowances (over period of appointment) (£)
	Total cost
on grant (£)

	Fellow
	Dr Andrea Wheeler
	N
	23457
	R+T 27
	01/08/2007
	01/01/2007
	36
	100
	0
	5010
	0
	89157

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	89157


Timetable

Description of the timetable of the research proposed [up to 4000 chars]

	YEAR ONE

Year One will begin with a literature review of the policy and practice of school building. This will include historical research in architectural history and theory as well as educational theory and policy. It will identify case studies in child centred participation practice and data sources, archives and specialist library collections. A web site will be created to publicise the objectives of the proposed research. The web site will also be linked to an E-mail discussion group. The web site will be created with the potential of being able to upload information to share, which will eventually include summaries of case study information, the results of workshops, the findings of seminars and the final conference papers. Contact will be made in the first year to groups such as the Architecture Centre Network and the Commission for the Built Environment for the purpose of potential networking opportunities and to advertise the project. Links will also be made with education based networks. In addition, the researcher will carry out publicity exercises to establish a group of cross-disciplinary and international parties interested in contributing to discussions, workshops and to sharing information about the theme of the proposed research. The researcher will attend seminars and conferences both within the University of Nottingham and in other Institutions within the UK. The researcher will also attend The Graduate Schools skills courses.and the mentors will ensure during this period that any weaknesses are addressed with regards to the interdisciplinary nature of the project. The researcher will make visits to research establishments to determine cutting edge theory and practice relevant to the proposed research programme. During the first year the mentors and researcher will also ensure that all appropriate ethical provisions have been made in the design of interviews and workshops. During the first year the researcher will carry out interviews and collect information for case studies visiting schools and architects offices and in a series of critical evaluations the researcher will determine the to issues surrounding attitudes towards sustainable technologies and sustainable lifestyles within participation exercises. 

YEAR TWO

This year will include fieldwork and planning for workshops. The literature review will continue with visits to specialist resources and study groups, archives and libraries. The case studies will be analysed and summaries uploaded to the website for general view. Bibliographic resources of note will also be uploaded both for the information of the general public and for discussion within the E-mail discussion group. An on-line seminar will be planned to discuss the case studies in detail. Dates for the final conference will be set and planning started for the event.  The researcher will continue to attend training events, contribute to research networks, attend conferences. The researcher will also shadow the work of the Nottingham based 'Learning Spaces' group and planning started for workshop activities.

YEAR THREE

Workshop activities continue in Year Three. The data collected will be assessed and collected in a format that will make it easy to submit to databases. Preparation for the final conference will continue and the event held during the mid part of the year.  All papers presented at the conference will be uploaded onto the website. During Years Two and Three the researcher will prepare papers for the purpose of disseminating the research findings. The researcher will also collect all information and research carried out and prepare the work for publication as a book.




Travel and Subsistence

	Destination and purpose
	Total £

	Within UK
	Visit to RESOLVE University of Surrey
	100

	Within UK
	Visit to The University of Manchester
	100

	Within UK
	Seminar and Conference Attendence UK
	1500

	Outside UK
	Overseas Conference
	3000

	
	Total £
	4700


Other Directly Incurred Costs

	Description
	Total £

	Web Site 
	500

	Conference
	4000

	Laptop
	1200

	Consumables
	2000

	Workshops with children
	3000

	Total £
	10700


Other Directly Allocated Costs

	Description
	Total £

	Other
	32244

	Total £
	32244


Data Collection

	If the research involves data collection or acquisition, please indicate how existing datasets have been reviewed and state why currently available datasets are inadequate for the proposed research.
	The proposed research has a relation to the dataset collected by the EPSRC/AHRB project "The View of the Child". The researcher intends to investigate, however, specific attitudes to sustainable lifestyles in participation projects. The ESDS and Qualidata database has been investigated and no research datasets exist in the subject of the proposed research.

	Will the research proposed in this application produce new datasets?
	Yes

	Will this data be:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Quantitative

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Qualitative

	Please give a brief description of the datasets
	This will include interview transcripts, field notes, photographs, audio recordings and video recordings  of interviews and workshops.

	It is a requirement to offer data for archiving, if you envisage any difficulties in making data available for secondary research, please outline here:
	This material may contain some photographic images of children made during the workshops permissions will need to be granted.

	Who are likely to be the users (academic or non-academic) of the dataset(s)?
	It is likely that the dataset will be of use to academics, educationalists and also to architects working on schools projects.

	Please outline the plans for and cost of preparing and documenting the data for archiving to the standards required by the ESDS.
	This data will be documented and submitted to Qualidata in a standard that will facilitate easy use by a third party. 


Classification

	International in nature?
	Yes
	

	

	The project is international in nature and will be of interest to researchers accross the globe.
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